Mr Bernard Shaw is often asked to contribute prefaces to
unpublished works. Sometimes the applicants add that a few
words will be sufficient. This obliges him to call attention to the
fact that his prefaces owe their value in the literary market to
the established expectation of book purchasers that they will
prove substantial and important works in themselves. The
disappointment of this expectation in a single instance would
destroy that value. A request for a preface by him is therefore
a request for a gift of some months of hard professional work.
When this is appreciated it will be seen that even with the best
disposition towards his correspondents it is not possible for
Mr. Shaw to oblige them in this particular manner.
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